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PUT on your uupe, ,mIlo, ...........
off on • "acal'on trip of Iravel

adventu .... to romantic Old Mexico.
Il il your opportunity 10 lee new
placel and make new {"end•. sea­
sanK! ooulh..,f·the-border tra"elers
••r~ Ulat the ..fest. ma.t eflJOYa­
b~ and 1.....1 ""PM'S"'" way 10 ~
Mexleo IS m a ",'ell~ulpped I.avel
1•• IIIOr.

LoI:'cal POr1~ of enl!'}" for tra,'elen
from the easl and mId·"·..,, are alon,
the RIO Grande Rl\'er at E.gle Pau,
Laredo. McAllen or Bro,,-n.ville,
Tuaa You hove 8 choice of two
paved rOul". l<I Mexico City: Mex
85, lhe original Pan Ameriun High•
.... ). and Me,,_ Sl, the new. fut luper
hlllh",'ay. To ...ist you In makinl
pla,,-, • brief dHc:ripllon of U»l"JU.
poInt. of int.......t. altlludes and scen­
e..," along lh"", l'OIJ~ II presented,
~ \lu"g ,,-hleh lIhouId be remem·
""rN! i. to fill your gas tank ....hen·
.. ,-cr you have the opportunIty.

I'"" American IIigh W8J', Mu. ~
!,aredo, Tuft., lo Mui~o Cit,'_

753 miles
MOil scelli~ and ~sl knowII of all

roule. from th.. bordt'r II th.. orl'Ulal
P.n Am..ri~.n H'p....y_ Opt'n to
tr.ffl~ lince 19315, it is th.. f"'''1 link
of the hip,...y .y"..m .....th 01 lbt'
UIILled SUIt'S ...h,~h ....ill ..vt'nlually
connt'Ct .11 th.. IIauollS 01 Am...,~.
On this 763-mile trip Ihere il much of
illlerest for the lourist, including a
,reat variety 01 desert 10 tropical
"e,etalion, warm spri... opn, 'pel"

t.~ul.r mount.," scenery .nd di.·
tlnet, ...ely d'ff.....nl n.auv.. IIf.. Wlth 0.0:
cart., tJpt'rHIlr markets, burl'Oll, lropo
",.1 thatched huts. and quamt In'lI....
.. ill......_At \lean thl'ft day. and 1"'0
n"hll 01 lra"el 11m.. should be a"
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lowed, addin, more time for Ihe
many becknning .ide trips, Eleva­
linnl Ind di'lance'lo La~o (1.) and
Muicn City (MC) are given after im·
pnrt.nllown•.

At NuevO L.redo. el. 560 feel,
• c"",. Ihe Inlernation.1 Bridge from
L.oredn, Tu.., ,ct t""risl. car and
Iniler ~rmi\l. I.e.ve cuslOm bal­
,a,e seall on "","l yOll pa" the sec­
ond inopeellon Ilalion abnullO& miles
&lIlIth. T1>e 146 mile dri..e 10 Monter_
~ II over mostly Ie"el semHlesen
""""tT}' w,lh Ih.. M.mulique Pau .1
lOll m,l... off.. n olighl variely.

'" Monter~ 1 1.765 ft. (146 m. 10
t..--c17 m. 10 MC), .I&y .1 the Roy.1
Courto .nd Tn"ler P..-k on the left
aboul lhrM m,les DOMh of bus........
cenler, You .·,D find muoeh 10 do.nd
_ m M.."ico'. I..adml induslri.1
aM m.nuf.C1unnl <'enter. T-'O or
Ihr.... n'eht& • week he.. lh.. wnd
<'OI'><:el'U and ""' the prom..nades .1
the PI.u. 8e.uliflli .......r'tas circl"
the pi.... In on.. du'ltChon "'hile lucky
JOWlI c.wll..ros'wIlk In th.. 0PPO­
lIte d'....,IIIIIl. TOIIri.l. are "'elcomed
tn )Din In. See the Bi.hop-. P.I.c...
the ullr. _ mod ..m L. Puri.im.
Church. elc .. etc.

An .lIernate roule. Me". 40, con·
n..:t. Monlerrey with Reynosa (Mc­
Allen, Tex••) a di.tan"" 01140 mile•.
Tho.e who wi.h to bypass Monterrey.
may take the China cUlofl to Monte­
morelo.. AI.o, Me". 101 from
Brown.ville and Matamoros. to Cd,
Victoria h•• been Ireatly improved
in the p••1 Ie ..' yeaTS (no ferrys) .nd
il now r..commended Inr Iravel.

Monterrey'. famOll. landmark,
S.dd~ Mounlain. i. on the left .. the

road lead. IOI.Ilh through the broad
Huajuco Canyon, AI Vi1l3 S3ntiago. a
.lde lrip 10 Cola de Cabillio (llorle_
lail Fall.) i. worthwhile, Conllnuinl
IOI.Ilh ,,'e pall luga. c.ne fields, then
m.ny C,trul ,roves. AI Monlemore­
101 you'll w.nl to stop for or.ng..
juice or fruil .1 one of the man,v road
.ide .I.nd. w,th Ih..ir unique dil_
pl.YI,

Lin.........1. 1,181 ft., (228 m. L--535
m. 10 MCI, i••n Important farm,n,
.nd ranehinl center. Eseondido
COIIrt. w,D welcome ",~mighl trailer
'Iop•.

Cd. ViC10r.... el. 1,102 II. (32-10 m to
L---Ut 10 MC) at the j\lT>C1lllll of Mex
85 .1Id Mex 101. il noted for il" line
hunt,..,.1Id fiahinl EI Jardin Motel.
...... mil.. DOMh 01 town has anum·
ber of IlIr.<:1"'" trailer .paces w,th
all "OI'IneeuonJ,

Twenty lOll' mlln lh of Cd. Vie-
toria lh.. hllhway c,..,. the TropIC
of Cane-er. Now in th.. Torrid Zone
you w,1I belln to notice den... lropi.
c.1 'rowth in th.. lowlands. exotic
tropical nower••nd oquawkin, wild
parrot. f1yin, overhe.d. Nallve I...
dian, hv" In piC1ure.que Ih.tched
hull.

AI Cd. Mlnte, el. 29S fl. (401 m 10
1r-3S6 m. MC), v..t agricultural
and .ugar c.ne producing cenl..r ••
trailer .tnp may lJ.e made at Lo. Ar_
co. COUtU, on Ihe ,oulh edge of town
(not 100 convenient to gel in and out).
A halt mile farther On Tampl. BO.
branchel off 10 Ihe left 10 Tampico. a
dislance nf 96 mile•. It il Mexico'l
number on.. oil cily also offering ex_
cellent wthin, in th.. Gulf of Mexico,
h""'tin, and f,.hinJ. AI Antiguo More-

101 Tampa, 80. lead$ we.1 10 San Lui.
I'oto.i 3nd Guadalajara.

In Ihe .eglon approaching Cd. Val·
lei wild lame is found in abundance
w;lh moont.in lion. ocelot, jaguar.
wild turk..y. deer, WIld boar, as well
.. Imaller I.me.

Cd V.lles, el 312 fl. (467 m. 10 J.,­
296 m 10 Me), offen trailer a<:<:om_
modauon. at the P.lma Motel. north
.ide. Or .t El a.n,1O si" mil... south
of !O'A'n On lh.. south edge of town a
road. Mex 110. I....... eul 90 mil...
10 T.mplco. Ten miles 0111 on thIS
hilh.·.y.nd ...... mile soulh II Hotel
T.nlnlli. lamOll. for il'. "arm Ipnn,
"'...... r.l Wthl. Also on Hotellrnundl
11 • ,rove of 1iIl.0fllI or...... t~ and
~ bu'th 01 lh.. R,,~r Cboy.

A lixty mile dnve -.th 10 T.m..
wnch.l.. , eI I1S fl. (m m L-m m,
Me) ...... thl'Oll&h ~ heart nl Huas_
tee.n Indi.n counlT}'. TamamnchaJ.e
ClaY II Ilk.. Tho",...nd Charlie) ,••
f.vome Iloppin, pia"" before t.ck.
llnl the IOO-mile drive "" ..r ~ Slerr.
M.dr.. O.,..nt.1 mnunl.in._ Stay at
Quinta Chill. Courl., on a l'Uly
lpot next to the Rio Moetezum•. Besl
I,,,,e to d.IV" th.. mountains i. be·
I..·....n 11 • m. and S p.m. to avo'd
morning lrod evening fnl. You Ihould
have no trouble w;lh your car heat·
ina: if II I. ;n good condition and your
lraller I. not ton heavy. Anyone whn
II I"r.nri,ed by mountain road.
lhould nol .lIempt Ihis tTlp, In the
fint 60 mil... you elimb nearly S,OOO
leel. You will wanl 10 make frequenl
IIOPI to pholoa:raph Ihe speclacular
.....nery, Sm.lI patch"'ork fi..ld. of
com. ban...... nr p.pay. dot the hill·

(C"""l~ded Oft ..~ po"e)
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Vamanos a Mexico through callle and mining country as
It passes Ihe towns of Morelos, AI.
lende. ROSIta and Sabinas. From
Monclova, e1. 1.931 ft, (159 m. £p_
661 m. MC) one of Mexi",,'s impor.
tant steel cilies, the highway gradu.
ally gains altilude as it reaches Sal_
lillo.

Sallillo, el 5,145 ft (218 m. Ep·
512 m, MC), has much to offer the
tOUrist, lis marketplace, with pro­
duce and handicrafts of the region,
and a visit 10 a serape factory are of
special interesl. Trailer facilities are
available at the Huizache Courts.

Continuing 162 miles south on a
new. wide highway we reach Mate­
huala. el. 5,080 fcel (440 m, EP_
380 m. MC) where Ihe MOlel Las
Palmas has well equipped trailer
spaces. At £1 HUi.ache. 50 miles
south of Matehuala, is the junclion
of Mex. 80 which conne<:lS with Mex.
85 (Pan American Highway) 135
miles to the east For the next 66
mHes Mex 57 and Mex 80 run con.
currently to San Luis Potosi. el. 6,290
feel (555 m, EP-265 m, MC), capilal
of Ihe Stale of the same name. It has
an importanl historical background
and owes iI's conllnued existence 10
nearby mines and the smelter plant.
On Mex. 57 bypass check the new
Cactus and Mirador Motels for Irail.
er accommodalions. Alex. 80 branCh_
es off here westward 10 Guadalajara,
a distance of 218 miles.

The new. faSI Mex 51 ""nlinues
south over level or rolling plains 127
miles to Queretaro. Several small viI.
lages are skirted en route and side
roads invite the Iraveler to visit his.
torical and colonial Dolores Hidalgo
and San Miguel de Allende a few
miles to lhe west.

Queretaro, e1. 6,160 feet (683 m. EP
-137 m, MC) is of interest for iI's old
Spanish aqueduct (Mexico's longest),
parks and plazas, colonial buildings
and historical role------Emperor Max.
imilian was executed here in 1$67
SlOp at EI Jacal or other motels. Gas
sUtions also accepl overnighters,
One mile wesl of the City Mex 15
(Cenlral Route from EI Paso. Texas)
junctions wilh Mex. 57.

The limiled access, ~our-lane toll
highway for Ihe last 137 miles into
Mexico Cily is without tourist accom.
modations, As it enters Mexi"" City
it connects wilh the Pa.co de la Re­
forma. ,'ollow ilIOWar<! the business
center Ihen lurn right on lnsurgenles
Avenue to reach the Cabello Trailer
Park

Bu"n Viaje, Amigo
(ne End)

The third and laSl arllcle 0/ this
se,ies, on troilerinll lhru Me.""" by
Otto Done, will be published neXi
month

Con'litUli.." lIighwa)', ~Iex. 57
Ea~rc Pass. Texas. to Mexic.. Cit),_

8.20 miles.

This newest and faslest of all high_
ways leading from the border to
MeXIco Cily IS mosl popular with
tourists who want to get to Mexi""
Cily "pronto." Cenerally lacking in
ac""mmedations enjoyed On older
roules, there are a number of new
motels and trailer parks recently
""mplNed and others are still under
constructIon.

From Eagle Pass 10 Saltillo, a dis_
lance of 218 miles, the highway
Climbs slowly from 1.000 to 5.000 feel
elevation. The terrain from Saltillo,
south to MexiC<1 Cily is mostly level
and you are always driVIng al eleva_
lions from 5,000 to 7.000 feet, Vege­
tation consists mainly of Joshua
trees and .everal varieties of cactus
The tropical atmosphere and scenic
vi.tas of Mex. 85 are completely
miSSIng here. although spring and
summer rains bring green grass and
wild flowers in profUSion 10 this semi.
arid plaleau

An alternate choice is to join Mex,
57 at Saltillo via Mex, 40 from Mon.
terrey. This route cuts the dislance
from the border by 85 miles.

Afler crossing the toll bridge Over
the Rio Grande from Eagle Pass
your baggage is in.pected by Mexi_
can CUSloms and you gel tourist, car
and trailer permits at Piedras Ne­
gras. A 1"'0 lane highway leads soulh

•
,

(Conclud~d from preVious JX1{Je)

We are now in the hacienda c<>un_
try_ Extensive plantahons of the
giant magu"y plant are a familiar
sight approaching the Valley 01 Mex­
ico. If it is early. you may wish to
take a side trip 10 the archaeological
sile of San Juan Teotihuacan Seven.
teen miles north of Mexico Cily turn
left on Mex. 132, Many travelers pr...
rer to return to T<XIlihu8can 8Mlher
day when Ihey have more time to
lake pictures and visit the museum.

As you approach Mexico Cily, the
famous snowcapped mountains of Po­
p<l(:a\cpetJ and IxtacdhuatJ are often
visible 10 the southeast. The enlrance
to Ihe City is on Insurgent". Avenue
North. By following this long straight
avenue for about 10 miles through the
Cily you will be clnse 10 the Cabello
Trailer Park. Turn left at Obregon
Monument to Umversity Ave .. then
left a few blOCks to Calle Hortensias.
AnOlher left turn and you are there
al number 235. Mr. and Mrs, Cabello
gIve generously of their time in help­
ing Irailerites enjoy Iheir stay in
Mexieo City. which i. often referred
to as the "Paris of the Americas."

"n•• ~.n••" .1 '" '."'pl, 01 Q ' 'I.
Co",,,,...n~ ~.n.., .,. m.~. • n';.
1.0" ••o~;....... f<_ I.may ".~;ti.n.

sidse. Fruit may be purchased very
reasonably at roadside stands.

Jacala, e1. 4,593 feet (591 m. to L­
166 m, IIIC) is the end of the first lap.
Stop for gas. You still have abow
forty miles more of mountain road.

At Zimapan, eJ. 6,410 feet (638 m.
L--125 m, Me) you have finished the
100 miles of $\eady mountain driving,
A few miles norlh of town you wHl
see the Posada del Rey Hotel which
abo ealers 10 trailer travelers. You
will want 10 see the beautIful patio
and interior decorations, as well as
rest up for Ihe lut 125 miles 10 Mex.
ico Cily See Ihe 400 year old lown
and Ihe huge cypress tree-------42 feel
around-before you head south.

Very shortly you will descend into
a gorge and cross Ihe Tasquillo
bridge. lxmiquilpan, el. 5.516 feet
(663 m L--lOO m. Me) is an old colo­
nial lown with a 16th C<!ntury Church
and you will see many Otomi In.
diafl$. They are also seen along the
highways spinning the maguey fiber
or with small herds of sheep, Cood
food and ear service at H. R. Dobbs.

Actopan boasls One of the lineSI
monasleries in the country. A paved
side road, Hgo. 126. leads west 33
miles to the ruins and giant idols of
Tula, ancient capital of the Toltec.
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