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",'F-i'l;lF reral wena |tu:rlq the Pan American
Highway. Hills are coversd with patchwork of
cultivated fields of corn, bananas and papaya
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- Rounding a curve — the firnt of hundreds —
8 as we go over the scenic mountaims between
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Tamazunchale and Zimapan.

SECOND OF THREE ARTICLES

lowed, adding more time for the
many beckoning side trips. Eleva-
tions and distances to Laredo (L) and
Mexico City (MC) are given after im-
portant towns.

At Nuevo Laredo, el. 560 feet,
across the International Bridge from
Laredo, Texas, getl tourist, car and
trailer permits. Leave custom bag-
gage seals on until you pass the sec-
ond inspection station about 106 miles
south. The 146 mile drive to Monter-
rey is over mostly level semi-desert
country with the Mamulique Pass al
100 miles offering a slight variety.

In Monterrey, el. 1,765 ft. (146 m. to
L—&617 m. to MC). stay at the Royal
Courts and Trailer Park on the left
about three miles north of business
center. You will find much to do and
see in Mexico's leading mmdustnal
and manufacturing center. Two or
three nights a week hear the band
concerts and see the promenades at
the Plaza. Beautiful senoritas circle
the plaza in one direction while lucky
yvoung caballeros*walk in the oppo-
site direction. Tourists are welcomed
to join in. See the Bishop’s Palace,
the ulira - modern La Purisima
Church, ete., ete.

An alternate route, Mex. 40, con-
nects Monterrey with Reynosa (Me-
Allen, Texas) a distance of 140 miles.
Those who wish to bypass Monterrey,
may take the China cutoff to Monte-
morelos, Also, Mex. 101 from
Brownsville and Matamoros, to Cd.
Victoria has been greatly improved
in the past few years (no ferrys) and
15 now recommended for travel.

Monterrey's famous landmark,
Saddle Mountain, is on the left as the
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road lends south through the broad
Huajuco Canyon, At Villa Santiago, a
side trip to Cola de Caballo (Horse-
tail Falls) is worthwhile. Continuing
south we pass sugar cane fields, then
many citrus groves. At Montemore-
los you'll want to stop for orange
juice or fruil al one of the many road
side stands with their unique dis-
plays.

Linares, el. 1,181 ft., (228 m. L—335
m. to MC), is an important farming
and ranching center. Escondido
Courts will welcome overnight trailer
slOps.

Cd. Victoria, el. 1,102 ft. (324 m. to
L—439 to MC) at the junction of Mex
B85 and Mex. 101, iz noted for it's fine
hunting and {ishing. El Jardin Motel,
aone mile north of town has a num-
ber of attractive trailer spaces with
all connections

Twenty four miles south of Cd. Vic-
toria the highway crosses the Tropic
of Cancer. Now in the Torrid Zone
you will begin to notice dense tropi-
cal growth in the lowlands, exotic
tropical flowers and squawking wild
parrots flying overhead. Native In-
dians live in picturesque thatched
huts.

At Cd. Mante, el. 295 ft. (407 m. to
L—356 m. MC), wvast agricultural
and sugar cane producing center, a
trailer stop may be made at Los Ar-
cos Courts, on the south edge of town
(not too convenient to get in and out).
A half mile farther on Tamps. B0,
branches off to the left to Tampico, a
distance of 96 miles. It is Mexico's
number one oil city also offering ex-
cellent bathing in the Gulf of Mexico,
hunting and fishing. At Antiguo More-

los Tamps. 80, leads west to San Luis
Potosi and Guadalajara.

In the region approaching Cd. Val-
leg wild game is found in abundance
with mountain lion, ocelot, jaguar,
wild turkey, deer, wild boar, as well
as smaller game

Cd. Valles, el. 312 ft. (467 m. to L—
296 m. to MC), offers trailer accom-
modations at the Palma Motel, north
gide, or at El Banito six miles south
of town. On the south edge of town a
road, Mex. 110, leads east 90 miles
to Tampico. Ten miles out on this
highway and one mile south is Hotel
Taninul, famous for it's warm spring
mineral baths. Also on Hotel grounds
15 a grove of 60,000 orange trees and
the birth of the River Choy.

A sixty mile drive south to Tama-
zunchale, el. 675 ft. (538 m. L—225 m
MC) goes through the heart of Huas-
tecan Indian country. Tamazunchale
(say it like Thomas and Charlie) is a
lavorite stopping place before tack-
ling the 100-mile drive over the Sierra
Madre Oriental mountains. Stay at
Wuinta Chilla Courts, on a grassy
spot next to the Rio Moctezuma. Best
time to drive the mountains is be-
tween % a.m. and 5 p.m. to avoid
morning and evening fog. You should
have no trouble with yvour car heat-
ing if it is in good condition and your
trailer is not too heavy. Anyvone who
is terrorized by mountain roads
should not attempt this trip. In the
first 60 miles you climb nearly 5,000
feet. You will want to make frequent
stops to photograph the spectacular
scenery., Small patchwork fields of
corn, bananas or papayva dot the hill-

{Concluded on next page)



Artec dancers at the Temple of Quetzalcoatl,
Costumes and dances are made authentic
from a codices and from family tradition.

sidse. Fruit may be purchased very
reasonably at roadside stands.
Jacala, el. 4,593 feet (597 m. to L—
166 m. MC) is the end of the first lap.
Stop for gas. You still have about
forty miles more of mountain road,
At Zimapan, el. 6,410 feet (638 m.
L—125 m. MC) you have finished the
100 miles of steady mountain driving.
A few miles north of town you will
see the Posada del Rey Hotel which
also caters to trailer travelers. You
will want to see the beautiful patio
and interior decorations, as well as
rest up for the last 125 miles to Mex-
ico City. See the 400 vear old town
and the huge cypress tree—d4? feet
around—before you head south.
Very shortly you will descend into
a4 gorge and cross the Tasquillo
bridge. Ixmiquilpan, el. 5,576 feet
(663 m. L—100 m, MC) is an old colo-
nial town with a 16th century Church
and you will see many Otomi In-
dians. They are also seen along the
highways spinning the maguey fiber
or with small herds of sheep. Good
food and car service at H. R. Dobbs.
Actopan boasts one of the finest
maonasteries in the country. A paved
side road, Hgo. 126, leads west 33
miles to the ruins and giant idols of
Tula, ancient capital of the Toltecs.
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Vamanos a Mexico

(Concluded from previous page)

We are now in the hacienda coun-
try. Extensive plantations of the
giant maguey plant are a familiar
sight approaching the Valley of Mex-
ico. If it is early, you mayv wish to
take a side trip to the archaeological
site of San Juan Teotihuacan. Seven-
teen miles north of Mexico City turn
left on Mex. 132, Many travelers pre-
fer to return to Teotihuacan another
day when they have more time to
take pictures and visit the museum.

As you approach Mexico City, the
famous snowcapped mountains of Po-
pocatepet] and Ixtaccihuat]l are often
visible to the southeast. The entrance
to the City is on Insurgentes Avenue
North. By following this long straight
avenue for about 10 miles through the
City you will be close to the Cabello
Trailer Park. Turn left at Obregon
Monument to University Ave., then
left a few blocks to Calle Hortensias,
Another left turn and you are there
at number 235. Mr. and Mrs. Cabella
give generously of their time in help-
ing trailerites enjoy their stay in
Mexico City, which is often referred
to as the “Paris of the Americas. "

Constitution Highway, Mex. 57
Eagle Pass, Texas, to Mexico City —
820 miles,

This newest and fastest of all high-
ways leading from the border to
Mexico City is most popular with
tourists who want to get to Mexico
City “pronto."" Generally lacking in
accommodations enjoved on older
routes, there are a number of new
motels and trailer parks recently
completed and others are still under
construction.

From Eagle Pass to Saltillo, a dis-
tance of 278 miles, the highway
climbs slowly from 1,000 to 5,000 feet
elevation. The terrain from Saltillo,
south to Mexico City is mostly level
and you are always driving at eleva-
tions from 5,000 to 7.000 feet. Vege-
tation consists mainly of Joshua
trees and several varieties of cactus.
The tropical atmosphere and scenie
vistas of Mex. 85 are completely
missing heré, although spring and
summer rains bring green grass and
wild flowers in profusion to this semi-
arid plateau,

An alternate choice is to join Mex.
371 at Saltillo via Mex. 40 from Mon-
terrey. This route cuts the distance
from the border by 85 miles.

After crossing the toll bridge over
the Rio Grande from Eagle Pass
your baggage is inspected by Mexi-
can customs and vou get tourist, car
and trailer permits at Piedras Ne-
Eras. A two lane highway leads south

through cattle and mining country as
It passes the towns of Morelos, Al-
lende, Rosita and Sabinas. From
Monclova, el. 1,931 ft. (159 m. EP—
661 m. MC) one of Mexico's impor-
tant steel cities, the highway gradu-
ally gains altitude as it reaches Sal-
tillo.

Saltillo, el. 5,145 ft. (278 m. EP—
242 m. MC), has much to offer the
tourist. Its marketplace, with pro-
duce and handicrafts of the region,
and a visit to a serape factory are of
special interest. Trailer facilities are
available at the Huizache Courts,

Continuing 162 miles south on a
new, wide highway we reach Mate-
huala, el. 5,080 feet (440 m. EP—
4380 m. MC) where the Motel Las
Palmas has well equipped trailer
spaces. At El Huizache, 50 miles
south of Matehuala, is the junction
of Mex. 80 which connects with Mex.
85 (Pan Ameriecan Highway) 135
miles to the east. For the next G
miles Mex. 57 and Mex. 80 run con-
currently to San Luis Potosi, el. 5,290
feet (555 m. EP—265 m. MC), capital
of the State of the same name. It has
an Important historical background
and owes it's continued existence to
nearby mines and the smelter plant.
On Mex. 57 bypass check the new
Caetus and Mirador Motels for trail-
er accommodations. Mex. 80 branch-
es off here westward to Guadalajara,
a distance of 218 miles.

The new, fast Mex. 57 continues
south over level or rolling plains 127
miles to Queretaro. Several small vil-
lages are skirted en route and side
roads invite the traveler to visit his-
torical and colonial Dolores Hidalgo
and San Miguel de Allende a few
miles to the west.

Queretaro, el. 6,160 feet (683 m. EP
—137 m. MC) is of interest for it's old
Spanish agueduct (Mexico's longest),
parks and plazas, colonial buildings
and historical role—Emperor Max-
imilian was executed here in 1867,
Stop at El Jacal or other motels. Cas
stations also accept overnighters.
One mile west of the City Mex. 45
(Central Route from El Paso, Texas)
junctions with Mex. 57,

The limited access, Your-lane toll
highway for the last 137 miles into
Mexico City is without tourist accom-
modations., As it enters Mexico City
it connects with the Paseo de 1a Re-
forma. Follow it toward the business
center then turn right on Insurgentes
Avenue to reach the Cabello Trailer
Park.

Buen Viaje, Amigo,

(The End)

The third and last article of this

series, on trailering thru Merico by

Otto Done, will be published next
month,
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