














Full Time Trailering

Wouldn't you, too, really
rather have a house on wheels?
Then follow our decision for

Trailering Now...

RETIREMENT Never!

by IMOGENE STEWART

Fuu time trailering, yes, Retirement,
nof Al least not in the sense that it
means to withdraw or retreal. Trailering
is to reach out and become a part of our
ever-changing environment, to learn new
cullures, to hear different dialects {which
are in danger of disappearing due to mod-
ern communication), and to have many,
many experiences with different people,
animals, things, and places.

in my younger days, | often went around
singing the old vagabond song, “1 love to
g0 a-wandering across the mountain tops
: " My childhood plans were always
to travel and write. Since January, 1969
this has become a reality.

My husband and | are both feachers
and ex-civil servants, in our forties, and
cur two children are now on their own.

On New Year's Day, 1969, MLF. and |
sal in the den of our home in Rialto,
California and walched the specials on
television. By noon we were terribly bored.
He asked me if I'd like 0 "run up™ to
Las Vegas. “No, thanks,”™ | replied. “I'd
like to go look at trailers.”

ihat was the turning point .

We found the trailer we wanted. A
good, used 30-fool Airstream (one former
owner]. The next day we adverlised our
house for sale in the newspaper, and sold
it o the first loocker. {| should mention that
we had been looking at trailers for over
15 years, and had owned one small and
one large one before. But M.F. wanted
something we could live in all the time
and, also, pull when we wanted to go
somewhere, )

Since then we have lived full time in cur

30-foot Airstream, which | call “Sundown,”

and have traveled over 6,000 miles while
continuing to teach and while | have com-
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pleted work for my master's degree. The
only hard part has been getting rid of all
these numercus unnecessary ilems that
one accumuilates over a period of 24 years,
We soid a number of items and gave fur-
niture, books, and keepsakes to the chil-
dren. Of course, | still have my tressures
- the children’s first shoes, camp letters,
pictures, elc

In the spring | was going to retire from
my teaching job, but my principal was
considerate enough to encourage me o
fake a years leave of absence instead.
M.F. decided one of us should be working
full time and reluctantly signed his school
confract for another year.

My writing brings in a small income.
M.F. (whose hobby is flying: he's an ex-
Wworld War |l pllot and we keep an oid
1942 L-5 Stinson for sport flying) is
studying to gel his instructor's license to
earn extra money to offset travel expenses,

Actually, our living expenses have
greatly decreased now, and we have set
up a budget of 3400 per month which
we find It easy to live on:

Car and gas expenses................ £100
Space and utilities...................... 50

Author's husband
fosses horseshoes in
Seguoyah Stale Park,
near Hulberf,
Oklahoma.
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(slightly more than what taxes
Were on our nouse)

BRI o ovirererensass s iconsiries el
(! have to work at this, but
we eat a good, balanced diet.)

Insurance e L e T 50
(nCiudes car, 'h'a-'E' nospital,
and life)
Clothing sk o
Recreation (incl u:les some Eatm;g
ot)andmisc. ... _ 105
$200

We are very fortunate that now, while
we are still fairly young and in good
neaith, we can work when we chocse and
travel when we choose. In just a few
minutes we can be on our way — home,
car, and all.

As we observe permanently located
people, | think of my Dad's oft-repeated
guestion when we visited him this summer
in Oklahoma: “Wouldn't you really rather
have a house?"

"Mot now, Dad,” | replied firmly each
time.

Full time trailering has awarded us the
chance to /live, not retire! @
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Airstream structure gets its major strength from its rounded
shape. Airplane and missile enginesrs refer to this as a mono-
coque design. Aj ia the only travel trailer that maintains
a true monocoque design with no flat apots on top or sides. With
this design there is no need for heavy bracing. Some lightweight
ribs are used to define the shape of the body, not for strength.
In fact, the entire body of an Airstream weighs less than just
the roof of a conventional trailer! Now you know why an
Airstream is so rugged and vet, so light in weight. But why is
the Airstream 8o easy to tow? How easy or difficult anything will
tow depends on its weight and shape. The lighter the trailer, the
easier to start, stop, or climb a hill. Airstream has always been
the lightest trailer per cubic foot . . . Airstream’s patented Aero-
itress frame trims many more pounds from the total weight!
The ideal shape, of course, is one that is smoothly rounded, free
f any air “trapas” that would offer resistance as you pull it
1long. The more monocoque and atreamlined the design, the
itronger the structure and less resistance it will offer, thus the
faster and easier the vehicle will travel. The 1970 Airstream is
ileek as a missile. There are no flat places anywhere: even the
foor and trunk handles are recessed to minimize drag. It is this
werodvnamic design that permits vour Airstream to follow every
notion of your car faster, effortlessly! This is why a 31-foot
Alrstream weighing 4995 lbs. tows considerably easier than a
0-foot wood-and-nail trailer of almost the same weight! How
vell a trailer will hold the road depends mostly on how the
veight of the entire trailer is distributed and the running gear
tself. The heavier the bottom and the lighter the body, the
rreater its ability to hold the ground. The lightweight Airstream
wdy is securely bolted and riveted to a remarkably strong, elec-
rically welded steel chassis. Heavy fixtures such as the refriger-
itor are always mounted on the floor ( where heavy loads belong)
ind bolted to the frame. In 1970 the larger 50 gallon water tank
a8 been placed over the axle to achieve a lighter, more constant
iitch weight. In an Airstream, weights are placed aft and kept
yw. The fact ia, 66% of an Airstream’s total weight is from the
loor line to the road. This scientific approach to weight distri-
ation results in a truly remarkable hitch action and an infinitely
sore stable ride. “Balanced ride] as we call it, means the ride is
o smooth, vou ean roll through chuckholes, riverbeds and wash-
oard roads and vou won't even know the trailer is back there!
vratream's exelusive running gear,..the amazing Super Dura-
brgue axle...is considered to be the most important improve-
tent in trailer running gear since the advent of the trailer itself.
Vith an ideal center of gravity and the new Super Dura-Torque
xle, your Airstream holda the road instinctively with almost
nbelievable lateral stability ! Drive it over the ruttiest roads...
our Airstream is right behind you, clinging to the road. Hit a
eep bump...it absorbs it instantly. There iz no alip or slide as
ou come on or off the road. In fact, an Airstream holdz the road
5 firmly at 90 mph as it will at 40 mph! Now you know why
iratream is the choice of thousands of critical trailer travelers
.because it is the lightest, easiest towing and adventure-loving
-avel trailer in the world.

Modern design, in-line cast aluminum taillight bezel includes
gil and brake lights (which are coordinated with brakes of
itomohile}, rear reflector panel, and back-up lights for maxi-
um safety.

). The remarkable Super Dura-Torque axle provides Airstream
ith the only torsion bar independent wheel suspension in the
dustry. Eliminates 148 parts; does away with the need to
ar lubricate vour axie assembly: increases ground clearance
r T-inches and provides a running gear that is incapable of
earing out. Notice the oversized shock absorbers on every
heel. Mounted horizontally, the shock absorbers take up no
terior gpace.

I1I. Before the interior skin is added, each Airstream is sub-
jected to this water tightness test. A veritable cloudburst pours
one and a half inches of wind-driven rainfall per minute for 2
period of seven minutes. This test mests MIL-S-52059 which -
the rain test for all American military shelters, including thos-
on board our naval vessels.

12. Front window guard of tough transparent Butyrate, Pro-
tects window from flying rocks and gravel vet maintains visi-
bility straight through the traller's rear window. Used as an

awning, the window guard allows full light to enter but diffuse=
direct rays of the sun.

Airstream’s tradition of superb construction throughout was
never more dramatically illustrated than during the final phase
of the Apollo 11, first man on the moon, project. Airstream built
the Mobile Quarantine Facility which contained and isolated the
natronauts during their triumphant return from splashdown at
sea until their arrival in Houston. The MQF's job: to provide
living quarters for the astronauts and their attending physician
while barring entry to any hypothetical living organism which
they might have carried back to earth.

Airtight, incredibly rugged so as to withstand the arduous trip,
yet light enough for an airplane to carry with four men aboard,
the MQF saw them to Houston comfortably while assuring sci-
entists that the risk of contamination was minimal.






